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Key learnings: Definition of Alternator: An alternator is defined as a type of AC ...

Key learnings: Steam Turbine Definition: A steam turbine is a device that converts ...

You may not have heard the word alternator but you might be aware of the word alternating current or AC.

Alternator allows you to convert mechanical energy into electrical energy especially in motor vehicles. An

alternator wiring diagram will help you get the basic know-how of the circuit and how the components are

linked together in a circuit. So, without further ado, let''s dive in. Do you want to know more about what is

alternator wiring diagram and how to make your own alternator wiring diagram? After reading this article, you

can do this with the help of EdrawMax, an All-in-One tool.

An alternator is a maintenance-free yet the most important unit of the car''s engine. It generates electricity and

functions to provide electrical supply to cars and recharges the battery. The alternator works by converting

mechanical energy into electrical energy from alternating current to the direct current.

The primary function of an alternator is to work jointly with the battery to supply energy to the electrical

components, i.e., lights, fan, windshield wipers, etc. It changes the alternating current into a direct current and

regulates the voltage to meet the required minimum power for each unit.

The alternator comprises a cooling fan, voltage regulator, rotor, stator, diode bridge rectifier, slip rings, slip

ring end bearings, carbon brushes, pulley. The rotor and stator are the central units for electricity generation,

while the rectifier helps in converting AC to DC. All the components work jointly to monitor and regulate the

power to match the energy needs of different components of the car''s engine.
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The functioning of an alternator is straightforward. A serpentine belt that rests on a pulley is attached with an

alternator. When the engine is ignited, the pulley moves and rotates the rotor shafts attached to the alternator.

The rotor is an electromagnet with two revolving metal slip rings and carbon brushes attached to its shaft. Due

to the rotation, a small amount of electricity is supplied to the rotor, which is conducted to the stator.

The magnets on the rotor are placed in such a way that they pass over the copper wire loops in the stator. This

creates a magnetic field around the coils. When the rotor spins, the magnetic field is disturbed, and this, as a

result, generates electricity.

However, the current generated is AC has to be converted to DC before use; therefore, it is channeled to the

alternator''s diode rectifier. The rectifier changes the two-way current into a one-way flow-direct current. The
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voltage then passes on to the voltage regulator that steps up or steps down the voltage to match the needs of

different units of the car.

Since an alternator is connected to so many components, it exhibits a complex wiring system. The main

wirings include the exciter wire, positive and negative cables. Exciter wire is connected to the L terminal of an

alternator and is used to turn on the voltage regulator. Excitor wire is needed to generate the voltage required

for the alternator to start running.

The positive and negative cables are small and connected to the respective terminals of the battery. The

alternator also shows a connection with the ''battery charging wire.'' It only charges the battery and does not

supply energy to any other unit. The alternator also has an ignition input wire that is connected from the

alternator to the key switch. The ignition wire turns on the voltage regulator.
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