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A power inverter transforms direct current (DC) power into alternating current (AC) power that powers many

common devices and appliances. Because DC power is derived from batteries, an inverter can provide a great

way to run or charge your devices on the go.

Inverters rated for 450 watts and under usually include a cable that allows you to connect them to your vehicle

by way of a cigarette lighter outlet. Larger inverters (500W and up) typically need to be wired up directly to

the battery.

The best way to utilize multiple batteries with an inverter is to chain together identical 12-volt batteries in

parallel. This will dramatically increase the amount of time between recharging the batteries that power your

devices.

David Beren is a former tech and commerce writer for Lifewire with 10&#43; years&#39; experience. He has

written and managed content for companies like T-Mobile, Sprint, and TracFone Wireless and contributor for

sites like WebGeekStuff and MakeTechEasier.

LCD display is a handy addition

Fan to prevent overheating

Produces lower voltage than indicated

Smart fan keeps noise to a minimum

Auto-shutdown if battery falls below a certain level

Built-in alarm is incredibly loud

High conversion efficiency

Can handle computers and other sensitive equipment
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