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For the second year in a row, it has set a new mark for its hottest July on record. Daytime high temperatures in

St. George averaged a stifling 107.9 degrees this July. That broke last year''s record of 107.4 degrees

The 107.9 average was also a full 6 degrees warmer than St. George''s historical average from 1991-2020 and

made it the hottest place in Utah. The city''s average temperature, which combines daily highs and lows, was

also the warmest in the state at 92 degrees.

While temperatures in much of northern Utah were also above average in July, the increases were most

pronounced across the southern part of the state.

Kanab had its hottest July on record with an average high of 99.2 degrees. That''s 5 degrees warmer than its

historical normal. It also broke the city''s previous record of 98.4 degrees from 2023. Cedar City''s average

high was 94.8 degrees, which tied for its second-hottest July on record. In Canyonlands National Park, the

average high of 94.4 degrees tied for third-hottest.

As climate change -- fueled by greenhouse gas emissions -- drives temperatures to new heights around the

world, dangerous heat in Utah is becoming the new normal.

"If you took away climate change from the background, you may still have this heat wave occurring," said

National Weather Service Meteorologist David Church. "But how extreme it becomes or how frequent it

becomes is dictated by what''s happening with climate change."

This summer, a ridge of high pressure has held hot, dry weather over southwest Utah, and there hasn''t been

much relief from the delayed monsoon season.

"With that lack of moisture and that strong high-pressure system, that really lets us have much hotter days,"

Church said.

"Thunderstorms are kind of mother nature''s way to restore energy balance in the atmosphere. So that acts as a

cooling mechanism to bring some rain-cooled air (and) develop cloud cover."

That''s fueled a vicious cycle of compounding heat.

High temperatures in St. George have reached 100 degrees every day since June 21, 2024. That stretch of 46

consecutive days is the city''s second-longest streak on record and shows little sign of cooling. Based on the

latest forecasts, Church said it''s near-certain the streak will extend through Aug. 10, and it has an 83% chance

of extending through Aug. 15.
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If that happens, St. George would set a new record for its highest number of consecutive 100-degree days. The

previous record of 54 days has stood since 1995.
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