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Morocco is accelerating plans to add 9 gigawatts to its electricity generation capacity &ndash; enough power

for nearly 8 million homes &ndash; with 7GW coming from renewables.

But the country will need to discover or import more gas as it bets on creating a new hydrogen economy,

according to Leila Benali, its minister of energy transition and sustainable development.

&ldquo;We want not only to move from coal or cater to the intermittency of renewables. We also need gas

infrastructure to prepare for the green ammonia, the new methanol we want to deploy at scale,&rdquo; Benali

said, speaking on the sidelines of the Cop28 climate conference.

The Moroccan government plans to launch a green hydrogen initiative next year to attract local and foreign

investors.

Benali added that Rabat wants to produce more than half of its electricity from renewables before 2030. The

remainder will come mainly from natural gas.

The renewables will require $9 billion, while the government intends to invest another $4 billion in gas

infrastructure.

Morocco has adopted an aggressive renewables strategy in part because the country of 37 million people is

poor in hydrocarbon resources. Today, 42 percent of its power generation comes from renewables, Benali said.

The country can now generate 4.5GW from renewables, according to Benali. This is one of the highest figures

in the Arab world, surpassing Egypt (3.5GW) and the UAE (2.6GW).

Morocco has formed multiple partnerships with overseas investors for energy transition projects. Masdar, a

UAE government-owned company, is part of a consortium that won a tender in May 2019 to construct the

800MW Noor Midelt solar plant in Morocco. It is developing the plant alongside France&rsquo;s EDF

Renewables and Morocco&rsquo;s Green of Africa.

In April this year, Dubai-based Amea Power won a contract to build two solar power plants.

However the kingdom still depends heavily on imports of oil, gas and coal. Its annual consumption of natural

gas is estimated at around 1 billion cubic metres.

Morocco&rsquo;s reserves total about 39 billion cubic metres of gas, according to Global Energy Monitor,

while it produces only 100 million cubic metres.
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