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In previous editions of #UnderstandingEritrea we have seen that the water at the Logo Dam has been used as

potable water and to irrigate small scale commercial farms, thereby improving the living standards of the

communities in seven villages surrounding the dam.

In this edition, we will look at efforts being made to generate and supply solar energy to be used in modern

farming, potable water distribution and households in villages, which is one of the goals of the Logo

Developmental Pilot Project. The power plant also serves training centers, agricultural laboratories and a

myriad of workshops, which all require adequate provision of energy.

Mr. Aklilu Teklemariam, who is in charge of E-Tech (a computer assembly plant which also oversees solar

energy plants), said in 2017 renewable energy was introduced at a site near the Logo Dam, which was then

under construction. Mr. Aklilu added that renewable energy, especially solar energy, was back then a novel

technology to Eritreans, and, therefore, they had to learn how to install big solar energy plants to generate

sufficient power to supply energy to many villages and farms. Logo Solar Farm, just like other farms around

the country, set out to first serve as a learning site before it became the service providing plant that it is today.

In 2017, the work on the solar farms started with few engineers including graduates of the Eritrean Institute of

Technology (EIT) and other professionals from abroad. Soon after, the job started to be exclusively done by

Eritrean experts.

Where there are young people there is passion. For this reason, every new round of young students and

professionals who come to work at the project tend to come up with new ideas and new ways to improve the

plant and the atmosphere at the work place. They are eager to do better than their counterparts in the past.

"This is what Eritrea needs," said Mr. Aklilu, admiring the young professionals who work at the project.

In 2017, it took six months to set up a two-megawatt solar energy plant, which now takes only five weeks, and

this has become the standard. The Logo Solar Farm generates four megawatts of renewable energy, half of

which is used in the areas surrounding the project site while the rest is channeled to the national grid. Mr.

Alem Berhe, director of Adi Halo''s Power Station, said the station has been upgraded to meet the increase in

demand of power supply. He added that the installation of bigger solar farms near Misilam Dam is expected to

boost the supply of renewable energy in the country.

Mr. Alem and Mr. Akilu said the Logo and Misilam solar power plants have served, above all, as great centers

of learning and professional development where thousands of young Eritreans have been able to refine their

skills in the field. They both are excited about the prospects of these young Eritrean professionals as the

country marches further in its development endeavors.
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Like other countries in the Horn of Africa, Eritrea is not spared from the adverse effects of extreme weather

and climate-related disasters. Now compounded even further by the unprecedented socio-economic impacts of

the COVID-19 pandemic, the worsening climatic conditions jeopardise the country&rsquo;s development

trajectory, as the crisis has further eroded the resilience capacities of communities.

Despite these challenges, Eritrea&#39;s accession to the global environment and energy conventions are

among the country&#39;s attempts to reverse the worsening climatic trends. The country demonstrates its

resourcefulness and an enormous commitment by playing a part in reducing net emissions by upholding the

basic tenets of the Paris Agreement that requires all parties to make ambitious contributions.

The government envisages achieving its goals of being climate change-responsive by ensuring the transition to

a carbon-free economy. It is also working towards raising the share of electricity generation from renewable

energy.

Ms. Amakobe Sande, UN Resident Coordinator in Eritrea

According to the 2019 World Bank Global Electrification Database, 50.3 per cent of Eritreans have access to

electricity, with electrification reaching 75.6 per cent and 36.6 per cent of the urban and rural population,

respectively.
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