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They are arranged by continent: Africa, Asia, Australia and Oceania, Europe, North America (including

Central America and the Caribbean islands), and South America.

Our editors will review what you''ve submitted and determine whether to revise the article.

Capitals are more than mere geographical locations; they are the political, cultural, and economic hearts of

their countries. These cities reflect the history, identity, and ambitions of a nation. From ancient metropolises

to modern megacities, each capital has its unique story to tell.

This table displays every European capital along with its corresponding country and population.

This list shows all the capitals of Europe with country and population.

A capital city is the municipality exercising primary status in a country, state, province, or other administrative

region, usually as its seat of government. A capital is typically a city where the government&#8217;s central

offices and officials reside, including the head of state, government leaders, and administrative offices. It is the

political, cultural, and often economic center of the country or region it serves.

Capitals are chosen for various reasons, including historical, geographical, political, and strategic

considerations. Some capitals, like Rome, have ancient origins and have served as the center of power for

centuries. Others, such as Bras?lia in Brazil, were planned and built specifically to serve as a capital, often

with the intention of bringing development to less populated or developed areas or to have a neutral location

not favoring any existing region.

In addition to being administrative hubs, capital cities often reflect the identity and heritage of a nation. They

are usually home to important cultural institutions, such as museums, theaters, and libraries, as well as

significant architectural landmarks. Capitals also frequently host foreign embassies and consulates,

international organizations, and are the location for state ceremonies and events of national significance.

The selection of a capital is not random. Historical significance often plays a role; many capitals were once

centers of ancient civilizations. Geographical location is also crucial, with a central position often preferred to

facilitate administration. Political stability and economic development are other key factors that qualify a city

to be a capital.

Africa, the continent with the greatest diversity, hosts capitals like Cairo, a city that has witnessed great

civilizations, and Cape Town, known for its breathtaking landscape. In the Americas, Washington D.C. stands

as a symbol of political power, while Bras?lia, designed from scratch, represents modernist visions. Asia
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offers a contrast of capitals, from the ancient city of Damascus to the bustling metropolis of Tokyo.

Europe&#8216;s capitals, such as Athens and Rome, are steeped in history, while newer cities like Berlin and

Paris blend historical significance with modern vibrancy. Oceania presents a mix of capitals from the

well-planned Canberra to the remote but culturally rich Suva in Fiji.

The oldest and newest capitals offer fascinating insights into human civilization and urban development.

Capitals with unique geographical features, such as La Paz, the highest capital in the world, or Venice, with its

waterways, highlight the adaptability of human settlements. Politically disputed capitals, like Jerusalem,

underscore the complex relationship between politics and geography.

Capitals are often the seat of international organizations and the venues for significant global conferences and

summits. These cities are not just national symbols but also players on the international stage, facilitating

diplomatic relations and global governance.
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