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Respublikae Xussar Iry ston Kavkazy taekkae astaeu, Evropae aemae Azijy "xsaen is. Uy'j axsy Sty'r
Kavkazy™ xussar fars aemae Kartalijnag ty g dady” czaegattag xaj. Administrativon aeg dauag dix kaeny
czy ppar rgony’l: CZxinvaly" rajon, Dzauy™ rajon, Leningory” rgjon aemae Znauy ry" rgjon. Xussar Iry stony
promy shlenon, kul turon aemae administrativon czentr u jae sagjrag saxar -- saxar CZxinval.
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Respublika Y Uzhnaya Osetiya (oset. Respublikae Xussar Iry ston; gruz. ????2??7?? ????? [samxre'ti ose'ti/) --
Nezavisimost™ Y Uzhnoj Osetii priznana Rossijskoj Federaczig) (26 avgusta 2008),& #91;1& #93; Nikaragua (3
sentyabrya 2008),& #91,;2& #93; a takzhe Abxazigj i nekotory mi nepriznanny mi gosudarstvami.

This section holds a short summary of the history of the area of present-day South Ossetia, illustrated with
maps, including historical maps of former countries and empires that included present-day South Ossetia.

South Ossetia is a partially recognized state located in an area which was formerly the Georgian Soviet
Socialist Republic. Situated in the South Caucasus, the state has an area of 3,900 km2 and the majority of its
land sits more than 1,000 meters above sea level. Known officialy as the Republic of South Ossetia, the state
has an estimated population of 53,000 and its capital city is Tskhinvali. South Ossetia declared independence
from Georgiain 1991, although Georgia does not acknowledge this claim.

The Ossetians originated from a tribe known as Alans, which was a Sarmatian Iranian tribe in the Northern
Caucasus. They later migrated to Georgiain the 17th century. The Russian Empire expanded into the region in
the 18th century. Most inhabitants of South Ossetia are Ossetians, a Caucasian people who speak the Ossetic
language. Besides Ossetians, Georgians make up most of the remaining population. Christianity is the
dominant religion, although there are smaller numbers of Muslim and neopagan followers. During the
conflicts in 1991, more than 100,000 people were displaced and 1,000 died. According to Georgian officias,
many ethnic Ossetians relocated to North Ossetia because of the war, and about 14,000 Georgians fled to other
parts of Georgia.

The majority of Ossetians are subsistence farmers. In fact, about one-tenth of South Ossetian land is under
cultivation. Crops grown include grains, fruits, and vines. Since the war in the 1990s, the region has struggled
economically, and employment and supplies are scarce. At one point the country had to outsource electricity
from North Ossetia because Georgia cut off its supply. Reports published in 2002 indicate that South Ossetia's
GDP was approximately US$15 million. The country is solely depended on Russia for economic assistance.
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Conflicts between the Ossetians and the Georgian government began in 1918, shortly after the Russian
Revolution. War broke out after three Georgian princes were killed by Ossetians. In the early 1920s, the
Ossetians collaborated with Bolshevik forces to create the North Ossetia Autonomous Oblast and South
Ossetian Autonomous Oblast in Georgia. Then in the 1980s, the Ossetians formed a separatist movement to
seek succession from Georgia. The movement also sought unification with North Ossetia. However,
nationalism rose, and the Soviet Union sent troops to maintain the peace. In 1990, the Ossetians demanded an
autonomous republic and declared South Ossetia a democratic republic. The Georgian government denied this
declaration and war broke out in 1991.

The South Ossetia region later gained its independence from the Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic.
Independence came during the 1991-1992 war when Georgia accepted a ceasefire. After the 2008 war, Russia,
Venezuela, and Nauru recognized the independence of South Ossetia However, Georgia does not
acknowledge the independence of South Ossetia. As a result, South Ossetia does not correspond to any of the
Georgian administrative areas. Georgia and some international organizations often refer to South Ossetia as a
legally unidentified Tskhinvali region.
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South Ossetia (/7s?)?/, less commonly /?s:?72/),&#91,;4&#93; officially the Republic of South Ossetia - the
State of Alania,&#91;5& #93;&#91,6&#93; or the Tskhinvali Region, is a de facto,&#91;7&#93; disputed
territory recognised as part of Georgia in the Caucasus region.
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