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Learn about Iceland''s geothermal power and how the Icelandic has harnessed this abundant resource.

Discover the best geothermal landmarks and hot springs to visit in Iceland!

Iceland is known for its many natural wonders which include geothermal attractions such as hot springs,

geysers, and landscapes formed by volcanic activity. Geothermal power, derived from the Earth''s internal

heat, accounts for the majority of Iceland''s electricity and heating needs. But why does Iceland have so much

of it?

While Iceland may have a reputation as being a chilly place, the entire island and its inhabitants'' livelihood

has been shaped by the warmth hiding just below the surface. Whether you''re washing your hands at your

accommodation in Iceland or are taking a self-drive tour to visit the country''s best hot springs, geothermal

power will play a large role in your visit!

In this article, we''ll delve into the science behind geothermal power, the innovative ways Iceland utilizes this

resource, and the environmental and economic benefits that have propelled this Nordic country to the forefront

of green energy technology.

Iceland is the only country in the world to sit atop the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, the rift where the North American

and Eurasian tectonic plates meet.This geological feature creates abundant geothermal activity and is the

reason behind Iceland''s many volcanoes, geysers, and hot springs. It also makes Iceland a prime location for

geothermal power generation.

The country''s geothermal energy is harnessed by tapping into naturally occurring hot water and steam

reservoirs beneath the earth''s surface. These reservoirs are formed by the heat generated from the Earth''s

mantle and the geothermal gradient.

Given its plentiful geothermal resources, Iceland has invested heavily in geothermal power generation, making

it one of the world leaders in this renewable energy source. Over 90 percent of Iceland''s power is geothermal!

The geothermal power of Iceland has been known by its inhabitants ever since settlement. Ing&oacute;lfur

Arnarson, Iceland''s first settler, is credited as having given the country''s capital of Reykjavik its name, which

translates to "Smokey Bay." This is because he saw steam rising from hot springs, which he confused for

smoke.

Icelandic sagas tell of people visiting hot springs to bathe all around the country. The original Snorralaug pool

Page 1/2



Home energy storage reykjavik

in Reykholt, owned by legendary Icelandic writer Snorri Sturluson, is believed to have been large enough to

fit up to 50 people at once. That must have been quite a happening place during social gatherings!

Throughout the centuries, Icelandic people used the hot water readily available within the land to bathe and

wash their clothing, but it wasn''t until quite recently that they truly began to harness the geothermal power

available to them.

Early on in the 20th century, Icelandic people first began rerouting hot spring water to heat their buildings.

Following a power shortage in Reykjavik in 1920, people began looking at how to harness the power residing

in the earth around the city. Early attempts were unsuccessful, but in 1967, the first geothermal power station,

Bjarnarflag, was opened near Lake Myvatn.
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