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Iran has announced the discovery of a large deposit of lithium, a key component of batteries for electric

vehicles and electronic devices, state media reported on March 4. &quot;For the first time in Iran, a lithium

reserve has been discovered in Hamedan,&quot; in the west of the country, state television quoted government

official Mohammad Hadi Ahmadi as saying. This reserve is believed to hold &quot;8.5 million tons&quot; of

lithium, according to the director-general of the ministry''s operating department. Lithium has been dubbed the

&quot;oil of the 21st century.&quot; To read the original story by AFP, click here.

Iran and three European powers agreed to continue their dialogue &quot;in the near future&quot; after a

meeting in Geneva as intelligence officials warned Tehran''s nuclear proliferation poses a &quot;critical

threat&quot; in the coming months.

Negotiators from Iran and the so-called E3 (Britain, France, and Germany) met in Switzerland to discuss a

range of issues, including Iran''s expanding nuclear program, its military support for Russia, and conflicts in

the Middle East.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem Gharibabadi wrote on X on November 29 that the talks in the Swiss

city focused on the latest bilateral, regional, and international developments, &quot;especially the nuclear

issue and the lifting of sanctions.&quot;

&quot;We are firmly committed to pursuing the interests of our people, and our preference is the path of

dialogue and engagement,&quot; Gharibabadi said.

Ahead of the meeting, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi said it would be a "brainstorming session" to

see "if there really is a way out" of the current nuclear impasse, among other issues.

Separately, the spy chiefs of Britain and France raised the alarm about Iran''s growing relationship with Russia

and its accelerating nuclear program.

The meeting in Geneva came a week after the 35-member board of governors of the International Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) passed a censure resolution against Iran.
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It also tasked the UN nuclear watchdog to prepare a "comprehensive and updated assessment" on the state of

Iran''s expanding nuclear program, including past and present attempts to develop a bomb.
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