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First published in 1869, Nature is the world''s leading multidisciplinary science journal. Nature publishes the

finest peer-reviewed research that drives ground-breaking discovery, and is read by thought-leaders and

decision-makers around the world.

Solar on the Steppe: Ukraine Embraces the Renewables Revolution

Former Soviet republic bids for independence from Russian fossil fuels

If you&#x27;re enjoying this article, consider supporting our award-winning journalism by subscribing. By

purchasing a subscription you are helping to ensure the future of impactful stories about the discoveries and

ideas shaping our world today.

Quirin Schiermeier works for Nature magazine.

Scientific American is part of Springer Nature, which owns or has commercial relations with thousands of

scientific publications (many of them can be found at ). Scientific American maintains a strict policy of

editorial independence in reporting developments in science to our readers.

Wind and solar power are wallflowers in oil- and gas-rich Russia. Not so in neighbouring Ukraine. With fears

about Russian hegemony at a peak, the former Soviet republic is ready to join the renewables revolution.

Thank you for visiting nature . You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain the

best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in Internet

Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles and

JavaScript.

Former Soviet nation bids for independence from Russian fossil fuels.

"Energy independence has become a matter of national security for Ukraine," says Sergiy Savchuk, head of

the state agency on energy efficiency and energy saving in Kiev. "That''s why renewable-energy development

is now a priority issue for the Ukrainian government."

In July, Ukrainian environment minister Ostap Semerak unveiled plans to build a large solar power plant and a

biogas facility in the wasteland around the former Chernobyl reactor.

The announcement came just two weeks after parliament reopened the state-owned exclusion zone around the

shuttered nuclear site to development for business and science.
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