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Beirut, Lebanon - The two main power plants in crisis-hit Lebanon have gone out of commission, effectively

stopping all state electricity in the country.

The shutdown on Saturday of the Deir Ammar and Zahrani plants, which have generated very limited

electricity in recent months, was because of a diesel fuel shortage, sources said.

Residents of Halba in the northern Akkar province protested at the regional office of the state-run producer

Electricite du Liban (EDL). In nearby Tripoli, angry residents blocked roads with cars and burning tyres after

power cuts worsened water shortages.

"There is no fuel and limited generation, so the variation in frequency is ruining the grid," Marc Ayoub,

energy researcher at the American University of Beirut''s Issam Fares Institute, told Al Jazeera. "It''s happened

about 16 times over the past two weeks because generation is too little compared to what is needed for the grid

to reach stability."

EDL has been generating less than 200 megawatts of electricity.
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