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Following the campaign by JKNPP, in December 2023, the first attempt to auction Jammu and Kashmir

lithium failed. As the auction only received two bids, as per legislation a minimum of three bids is required for

the auction to be considered valid.&#91;14&#93;&#91;15&#93;

In March 2024 the Election Commission of India, suddenly froze the name and symbol of the Panthers

Party,&#91;16&#93; prior to the April 2024 Indian general election. Thereby preventing the Panthers from

using their 4 decade old bicycle symbol by which people in the remote mountain villages recognise the party

on ballots in the Udhampur Lok Sabha constituency, adjacent to the lithium find, which the party had

previously won in 1988.

In July 2024 a second attempt by the central Indian government of auction Jammu and Kashmir''s lithium

failed to receive any bids.&#91;17&#93;

The BJP central government in order to address the 77 years of Kashmir conflict and insurgency in Jammu

and Kashmir, which was resultant in over 100,000 war orphans,&#91;18&#93; in August 2019 had passed the

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act 2019, which revoked Article 370 that granted a special autonomous

status and constitution to Jammu and Kashmir.

On 19 February 2023, a couple months prior to her death, the government revoked Jay Mala''s secure

accommodation and Z-security cover that had been allocated to her husband to reside for over 20

years.&#91;29&#93; On 1 March 2023, less than a month prior to her death, Jay Mala was published in the

news stating that she felt that there was a plot to assassinate her, after she had publicly blamed government

agents ultimately being behind her husband''s death.&#91;30&#93;

On 16 August 2024, the Election Commission of India finally announced that Jammu and Kashmir Legislative

Assembly Elections will be held, by order of the Supreme Court of India following a plea by the Panthers

Party, and after a gap of 10 years, from mid September 2024.

Months after India''s first lithium reserves were discovered in Jammu and Kashmir, the Geological Survey of
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India (GSI) has found another reserve of the crucial mineral in Degana in Rajasthan''s Nagaur district.

It is believed that these reserves are much bigger in quantity than the one found in the Union Territory and can

meet 80% of the total country''s demand.
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