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Data generated by a computer is referred to as output. This includes data produced at a software level, such as

the result of a calculation, or at a physical level, such as a printed document. A basic example of software

output is a calculator program that produces the result of a mathematical operation. A more complex example

is the results produced by a search engine, which compares keywords to millions of pages in its Web page

index.

Devices that produce physical output from the computer are creatively called output devices. The most

commonly used output device is the computer''s monitor, which displays data on a screen. Devices such as the

printer and computer speakers are some other common output devices.

The opposite of output is input, which is data that is entered into the computer. Input and output devices are

collectively referred to as I/O devices.

The definition of Output on this page is an original definition written by the TechTerms  team. If you would

like to reference this page or cite this definition, please use the green citation links above.

The goal of TechTerms  is to explain computer terminology in a way that is easy to understand. We strive for

simplicity and accuracy with every definition we publish. If you have feedback about this definition or would

like to suggest a new technical term, please contact us.

You can unsubscribe or change your frequency setting at any time using the links available in each

email.Questions? Please contactus.

We just sent you an email to confirm your email address. Once you confirm your address, you will begin to

receive the newsletter.

Drives such as a CD-ROM (Compact Disc Read-Only Memory), DVD (Digital Versatile Disc), floppy

diskette drive, and USB (Universal Serial Bus) flash drive are considered storage devices.

An output device does not send anything back to the computer. So, in the case of the monitor, a computer

sends a signal without knowing if it was received. If an output device sends information back to the computer,

it''s considered an input/output device.

I/O (input/output), pronounced "eye-oh," describes any operation, program or device that transfers data to or

from a computer. Common I/O devices include printers, hard disks, keyboards and mice.
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Input/output devices play a crucial role in computer programming by streamlining how computing devices

communicate across a network.
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