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The bad news s that Micronesia has an energy problem. The good news is that Micronesia has the opportunity
to solve that energy problem while improving quality of life, expanding economic opportunities, and
preserving traditional cultural values for Micronesians. One of the keys to Micronesia&#39;s future is
renewable energy. This means energy from sources that grow back or renew themselves. Micronesiaiis blessed
with sun and wind, rain and mountain, ocean waves and depths; all sources of renewable energy for those with
the wit and will to harvest them.

Energy from sources such as gasoline or diesel is not renewable because the petroleum they are made from
formed over millions of years (hence &#39;fossi| fuel&#39;). Once the current supply of fossil fuelsis gone,
it&#39;s gone forever. Micronesia has no fossil fuel resources, so every gallon of fossil fuel we burn is
imported. Many oil-exporting countries, or the supply routes the refined fuel must travel through, are
politically unstable; any upset along the way causes shortages and higher prices here.

Micronesia has become addicted to imported fossil fuels. The supply of this &#39;drug&#39; is becoming
more expensive. Just as an addict will do anything to secure the next &#39;fix&#39;, so Micronesia will be
tempted into unwise choices if it remains dependent. The wise choice is to kick the habit now, to immediately
begin reducing Micronesian dependency on imported fossil fuels.

Independence and the Compact of Free Association did not materially change the prevalent attitudes toward
energy in Micronesia. Compact funds included subsidies for generator fuel, so the new governments did not
have to shoulder the full economic burden of imported fossil fuels. For many years, government fuel supplies
were regarded as a fringe benefit for those with influence, and for friends and relatives of government
workers. As with so many other examples of misappropriation, we do not have exact numbers, but certainly a
large portion of official fuel supplies found its way into private tanks. With energy so freely and conveniently
available, why should policymakers and elected officials press for any changes?

Compact Il brought a significant change in the actual costs of energy for Micronesians: the subsidy for
generator fuel ended. Now the cost of the fuel oil burned in the central generators is a separate budget item
that the power companies &#8211; state government monopolies &#8211; must pay for by charging higher
rates. The recent rise in the cost of imported fossil fuels has made the difference even more apparent. In April
2006 the consumer fuel cost of a kilowatt-hour of electricity on Pohnpei was 17.5 cents, up 80% from 9.74
cents in September 2002. There have been similar increases in the consumer price of gasoline, diesel and
kerosene. Fuel prices in the outer islands are sometimes double the price on the main islands, when fuel is
available at al.

In 2002 (the last year for which the FSM government has released official numbers) the FSM imported nearly
$15 million in fuels and lubricants, including gasoline, oil, diesel, kerosene, and aviation fuel. Even if demand
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remained flat, projecting the costs using the known increase in price would put 2006 imports into the range of
$27 million &#8211; over athird of Compact funding ($79 million for 2006).

1t&#39;s going to get worse. Most experts agree that we have already passed & quot;peak oil& quot; and that
global ail production is on its way down, never to recover. Increasing demand and diminishing supply will
continue to push prices higher. What will life in Micronesia be like five years from now, when gasoline is $10
agallon on the main islands?

Micronesiais on a slippery slope to lower quality of life and reduced economic opportunities, but there is still
time to reverse these trends. We need wisdom and foresight. We need to have a social conscience: What is
best for the people of Micronesia? We need open-mindedness, to be willing to consider new ideas. We need
generosity, to be willing to give up profits and graft from fossil fuel imports. Greed, sloth and stubborn
ignorance will condemn us to a downward spiral.

One should probably not take advice from an &#39;expert&#39; who repeatedly confuses Indonesia with
Micronesia. The challenges and opportunities of these small islands are unique, and call for solutions that have
been overlooked, devalued or discarded by conventional experts.

Conventional energy experts tend to favor large, centralized projects. When the US Army Corps of Engineers
surveyed Pohnpei for hydropower potential, they found three sites where they could build huge concrete dams
&#8211; then concluded that it wasn&#39;t worth the bother. They failed to identify the hundreds of sites that
can each be tapped to provide microhydropower for afew homes or a village, without constructing a dam and
for acomparatively tiny investment.

Trying to connect every load, and every generator, to a conventional utility grid is not a wise choice for
Micronesia. Distributed power generation is probably a better choice, for technological, financial and social
reasons.

A large, centralized system must be designed to power the heaviest possible load attached to it. This means
wasted capacity (and wasted money), because not all the electricity generated &#39;just in case&#39; will
actually be used. Smaller systems can be built just large enough for a specific purpose. If you need to power a
short-wave radio transmitter that the radio&#39;s manua tells you draws 250 watts, you know you
won& #39;t need to buy a 5,000-watt generator.

Contact usfor free full report
Web: https://kary.com.pl/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com
WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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