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In a world awash with information, Upstream helps readers filter out the noise and zero in on what matters in

the international energy industry. For nearly three decades, we have been the go-to source for independent

news and analysis of the major oil and gas projects shaping the industry and the people behind them. In recent

years, we also have chronicled the industry''s efforts to transition to cleaner energy sources.

Upstream is part of DN Media Group. To read more about DN Media Group, click here.

Naypyidaw, officially romanized as Nay Pyi Taw (NPT),&#91;a&#93;&#91;b&#93; is the capital and

third-largest city of Myanmar. The city is located at the centre of the Naypyidaw Union

Territory.&#91;1&#93; It is unusual among Myanmar''s cities in that it is an entirely planned city outside of

any state or region. The city, then known only as Pyinmana District, officially replaced Yangon as the

administrative capital of Myanmar on 6 November 2005; its official name was revealed to the public on

Armed Forces Day, 27 March 2006.&#91;5&#93;

As the seat of the government of Myanmar, Naypyidaw is the site of the Union Parliament, the Supreme

Court, the Presidential Palace, the official residences of the Cabinet of Myanmar and the headquarters of

government ministries and military. Naypyidaw is notable for its unusual combination of large size and very

low population density.&#91;6&#93;&#91;7&#93; The city hosted the 24th and 25th ASEAN Summit, the

3rd BIMSTEC Summit, the Ninth East Asia Summit, the 2013 Southeast Asian Games and the 2014 AFC

U-19 Championship.

Naypyidaw is Burmese for "abode of the king", and is generally translated as "royal capital",&#91;8&#93;

"seat of the king", or "abode of kings".&#91;3&#93; Traditionally, it was used as a suffix to the names of

royal capitals, such as Mandalay, which was called Yattanarbon Naypyidaw (?????????????????).

Naypyidaw was founded on a greenfield site near Pyinmana, about 320 kilometres (200&#160;mi) north of

the old capital, Yangon. Construction started in 2002 and was completed by 2012.&#91;9&#93; At least 25

construction companies were hired by the military government to build the city.&#91;10&#93; It is estimated

that the planned city development reaches US$4 billion.&#91;11&#93;&#91;12&#93;

On 27 March 2006, more than 12,000 troops marched in the new capital in its first public event: a massive

military parade to mark Armed Forces Day, the anniversary of Burma''s 1945 revolution against the Japanese

occupation. Filming was restricted to the concrete parade ground, which contains enormous sculptures of

Kings Anawrahta, Bayinnaung and Alaungpaya. The city was officially named Naypyidaw&#91;13&#93;

during these ceremonies,&#91;14&#93; and the official, albeit mostly administrative, capital of the country

was relocated from Yangon to Naypyidaw.
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Naypyidaw is located between the Bago Yoma and Shan Yoma mountain ranges. The city covers an area of

7,054&#160;km2 (2,724&#160;sq&#160;mi) and has a population of 924,608, according to official

figures.&#91;17&#93;

Chaungmagyi Dam is located a few kilometres to the north of Naypyidaw, while Ngalaik Dam is a few

kilometres to the south. The Yezin Dam is farther away in the north-east.

Naypyidaw has a tropical savanna climate (K?ppen Climate Classification Aw).

Naypyidaw is organized into a number of zones.

The city''s Ministry zone contains the headquarters of Myanmar''s government ministries. All the ministry

buildings are identical in appearance.&#91;22&#93; A parliamentary complex consisting of 31

buildings&#91;23&#93; and a 100-room presidential palace are also located there.&#91;18&#93; Presidential

Palace, Parliament and the city hall building were built with Stalinist architecture, but with a Burmese-style

roof.
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