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A new national plan to regulate planning procedures and permitting for energy storage facilities looks likely to

be adopted in Israel.

Created through a sub-committee of the National Planning and Construction Council together with the

Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure, the plan would enable the development of energy storage at solar PV

plants, as well as for residential use.

It would also regulate the deployment of energy storage at vehicle fueling stations to help buffer the grid from

spikes in demand when multiple electric vehicles (EVs) charge at once, the Ministry said in a statement last

week (9 August).

While details of the master plan, TMA, appear to have not been disclosed, the strategy has been developed to

support Israel in deploying sufficiency energy storage to integrate rising shares of renewable energy - mostly

from solar - onto its grid.

A draft of the TMA was submitted for government approval earlier this year, around the same time the

Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure said it would also be promoting a programme to develop and construct

four separate 200MW/800MWh battery energy storage system (BESS) assets in Israel''s northern Gilboa

mountain region.

As mentioned in our coverage yesterday of Sungrow''s 127MWh BESS supply deal in Israel to EDF

Renewables, Israel is targeting getting to 30% renewable energy on its grid by 2030. This is made more

challenging than in some other countries due to its status as an ''energy island'', without interconnection to

neighbours that would allow cross-border renewable energy imports.

The government has identified energy storage as an effective means to enable that trajectory. Studies from

about three years ago from the national Electricity Authority (PUA), modelled a need for about 8GWh of

storage, although more recent figures from the Israeli Green Energy Association put that at closer to a likely

10GWh of required storage.

While the government has played its part to date in stimulating demand for energy storage, most notably

through a couple of rounds of tenders for solar PV capacity paired with 4-hour duration battery storage,

adoption of the TMA national plan would enable a wider rollout.

TMA includes principles for planning storage facilities, the locations at which construction should be

permitted, and instructions on how to assess environmental impact.
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Dorit Hochner, Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure planning director, said the plan would set out the

preferred locations for new energy storage, as well as recommendations on layout and construction

characteristics, and would also make recommendations to remove barriers to deployment.

The responsible sub-committee recommended last week that the National Council for Planning approve the

national plan.

An auction for solar-plus-storage held in Israel by the country&rsquo;s Electricity Authority (PUA) awarded

609MW of solar PV alongside 2.4GWh of energy storage.
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