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Third, there is a general turning of researchers to the study of internal factors of the consolidation of "de facto

states" and the processes of (pseudo)state building (Il''in et al., 2010). The political systems and institutions of

the unrecognized states, their socioeconomic situation, the development of certain sectors of the economy

(Golunov and Zotova, 2021), public opinion, and the processes of formation of civic identity (O''Loughlin and

Kolosov, 2017) were analyzed in increasing detail. Comparative studies have become widespread (Popescu et

al, 2006; Broers et al., 2015; Markedonov, 2018; Zayats, 2020).

The purpose of this paper was to analyze the role of the economy in the formation of the statehood of the

Republic of South Ossetia on the basis of modern theoretical ideas about the evolution of the statehood of

unrecognized and partially recognized states, developed by N. Caspersen.

The tasks of the paper include:

-- periodization of the co-evolution of statehood and the economy of the Republic of South Ossetia in

accordance with the theoretical scheme of Caspersen;

-- assessment of modern features and problems of the development of the economy of the Republic of South

Ossetia, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic;
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