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,??, 2030 60%, 2045 100%??

The state of California has set an ambitious goal of getting all of its energy from clean sources by 2045. As the

Times investigation makes clear, there are several factors at play that could make that challenging -- including

the way that different stakeholders interact with the state&#8217;s energy market. it sure sounds like

there&#8217;s a green energy-centric version of The Big Short to be written and/or filmed here -- one that

might make heads spin faster than your average wind turbine.
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The seismic shift coming to California''s rooftop solar market in 2023 has been brewing for nearly a decade.

A bill overwhelmingly approved by state lawmakers in 2013 ordered the California Public Utilities

Commission -- which regulates investor-owned utility companies -- to rework a solar incentive program called

net metering. Lawmakers directed the agency to ensure that the "total benefits" of the program were

"approximately equal to the total costs" -- meaning utility customers without rooftop solar panels weren''t

paying more to subsidize their solar-powered neighbors than they should be.

But the bill also ordered the Public Utilities Commission to ensure that the solar market "continues to grow

sustainably," and to adopt incentives targeted at low-income families who might not be able to afford solar

otherwise.

"We required the [commission] to design a program that does two things: create certainty for rooftop, and at

the same time address the cost shift for non-solar customers," then-Assemblymember Henry Perea, who wrote

the legislation, told me in 2015. "It''s not an easy task."

Most certainly not. The commission''s long-awaited decision, which I wrote about for The Times last week,

spurred all sorts of fiery reactions. Solar installers and environmental activists said it would crater the market

and put clean energy out of reach for far too many Californians, lower-income households in particular. The
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big utility companies -- Southern California Edison, Pacific Gas &  Electric and San Diego Gas &  Electric --

said it didn''t go far enough to reduce incentive payments, and would result in continued bill increases for their

non-solar customers.

If you live in California, you may be wondering: What does this mean for you? If you already have solar, will

you find yourself paying more? If you''ve been thinking about investing in solar -- or adding a battery to your

existing solar system -- how have the economics changed? If you just want your monthly electric bill to stop

going up, how much relief can you really expect?
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