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Fresh water (also ''freshwater'' or ''fresh-water'') is water that does not have a lot of salt in it. It usually means

water from the lakes, rivers, snow, and ice. These types of water do not have much salt in them. It also can

mean water that people can drink. The oceans and seas are made up of salt water, which people cannot drink. 

People cannot drink all fresh water, because it might be contaminated. It might have harmful bacteria in it, or

it might be poisonous because of chemicals it contains. Water from a tap has been tested and treated so that it

is safe to drink. This applies to most countries, but in some places the water needs to be boiled first to kill the

germs and drunk after it has cooled down.

Fresh water that people can drink safely is called potable water. Desalination can turn salt water into drinkable

water.

What causes water scarcity is the mismatch between fresh water demand and availability. What this means is

that there is fresh water available, but not always where it is most needed.&#91;1&#93;&#91;2&#93;

In many countries the water used by people is recycled water. People pay for water supply which is safe to

drink. Water theft also happens. Thames Water thinks water loss by theft is a big problem.&#91;3&#93;

Waste water (sewage) is treated to purify the water. That is why people are charged for the supply of pure

water.
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There are seven meanings listed in OED''s entry for the word fresh water, one of which is labelled obsolete,

and one of which is considered derogatory. See &lsquo;Meaning &  use&rsquo; for definitions, usage, and

quotation evidence.
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